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 WOMEN IN JAZZ

 

The concept of an entire concert devoted to female jazz artists was hatched by UMass Amherst graduate students Dominique Gagne and Dia Silverstein.  “As students taking advanced degrees in the field of jazz, we thought that the time had certainly come to focus on jazz as performed and composed by women, “said flutist Gagne who will complete her master’s degree in Jazz Composition and Arranging in May, 2005.   According to Silverstein, “We have stepped out of our roles as students to oversee nearly all of the parts of this event.  We have booked the soloists, arranged for use of Bezanson Recital Hall, rounded up the female performers in our Department, attracted support and started to promote the concert.” Originally conceived as an opportunity to feature local talent, the festival idea soon received additional funding; Gagne and Silverstein were able to land not one, but three outstanding guest artists. 

The first to come on board was Allison Miller, a jazz drummer and composer who is based in New York City. According to reviewer Don Heckman of the Los Angeles Times, “The superb drumming of relative newcomer Allison Miller revealed that high-quality talent continues to flow into the jazz mainstream. Best of all, Miller’s drumming was the perfect composite—brawny and swinging where high-voltage propulsion was the appropriate choice, infinitely subtle with accents and timbres where sound and texture were demanded.”   

 

Miller began playing the drums at age ten and was featured in Downbeat magazine’s 1991 “Up and Coming” section.  After graduating summa cum laude from West Virginia University in 1996, she began her career as a freelance drummer in New York City.  She has several compact disks to her name, and has performed and recorded with Natalie Merchant, Pino Daniele, Kenny Barron, Norah Jones and other jazz artists. Chosen as a jazz ambassador by the U.S. State Department, Miller toured East Africa, Eurasia, and Central and Southeast Asia.   She continues to perform and record, and holds masterclasses at New York University; the Universities of Alaska, Southern Florida and the Pacific; and the Berkeley School of Music. 

Jazz vocalist Anita Wardell, a friend of UMass Amherst Vocal Jazz Professor 

Catherine Jensen-Hole from Great Britain, will serendipitously be in the area at the time of the Women in Jazz festival to attend the East Coast Jazz Festival in Washington, DC this February.  Wardell, recent finalist in the 2004 Jazz Connect Vocal Competition, is one of Britain’s finest vocalists.

Gagne’s friend, Boston-based singer/songwriter Manisha Shahane, (Muh-nee-shah Shuh-hah-nay) will be part of the festival as well.  The two women met five years ago and Shahane asked Gagne to play flute on her debut album, Peace in Progress, which is rooted in folk, jazz, and Indian traditions.  A mezzo soprano, Manisha grew up performing in the Western tradition, while making local appearances performing Indian music, often accompanied by her father on tabla.  Northeast Performer Magazine has noted that her songs feature “complex rhythms and well-constructed melody lines . . . with unexpected harmonic twists . . . and [a] flair for meaningful lyrics.” (Feb. ‘03).  
 

Women in Jazz, scheduled for Thursday, February 10 at 8 pm in Bezanson Recital Hall, will include performances by UMass Amherst Vocal Jazz Professor Catherine Jensen-Hole,  and female UMass Amherst jazz composition and arranging graduate students Dia Silverstein (alto and soprano saxes, flute), Dominique Gagne (piano, flute), Lena Bloch (tenor and soprano saxes, flute) and Carol Daggs (piano, voice).  Alumni perfomers include Genevieve Rose (bass) and Melissa Motew (trumpet).  Repertoire will feature originals by five of the performers as well as hard-swinging standards, ballads and be-bop.  

The event is sponsored by the UMass Amherst Department of Music & Dance, Fine Arts Center and Women’s Studies Program.  Tickets to the concert are $5 for children under 18 years of age, senior citizens and students, and $10 for the general public.  Tickets are available at the Fine Arts Center Box Office or at the door of Bezanson Recital Hall at 7:30 pm on February 10. For further information: 413-545-2227. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

Thursday, February 10 at UMass Amherst: 
Workshops/classes with Allison Miller-These events are free and open to the public.
■ 9:30 am: Improvisation class, Room 152 Fine Arts Center Music Wing

■ 11:15 am: Lecture, Bezanson Recital Hall

■ 1:25 pm: Jazz composition class, Room 150 Fine Arts Center Music Wing

■ 8 pm: Concert with Allison Miller,  Manisha Shahane, Anita Wardell & UMass Amherst students & faculty in Bezanson Recital Hall, UMass Amherst.  Tickets are $10 general admission and $5 for students, senior citizens and children under 18. Tickets: Fine Arts Center box office (413) 545-2511

Friday, February 11 at UMass Amherst:

■9-11 am: Clinic & performance for pre-college students with Allison Miller

■1:25 pm: Vocal Jazz Improvisation clinic with Anita Wardell 

Friday, February 11 at Vermont Jazz Center in Brattleboro: 

■8 pm: Repeat of Thursday concert at Bezanson Recital Hall. Tickets: VJC (802) 254-9088 

