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Singer Manisha Shahane Performs at San Francisco Hot Spot

By DIANA ROHINI LAVIGNE
Special to India-West

SAN FRANCISCO — Singer-
songwriter-musician Manisha
Shahane performed at the city’s
hot spot The Mighty 119 June 27
before an intimate crowd. With
a mix of folk, jazz and Indian
influences, Shahane sang various
selections from her debut album,
“Peace in Progress.”

“Most of my pieces on the
‘Peace in Progress’ album are
about relationships between
people and also I rely on the
double entendre — peace (piece)
in progress — to the extent that
everything we do in life is evolv-
ing and that the world itself is
evolving. And that includes peace
within ourselves,” the Virginian-

born singer told India-West.
“Some of them (songs) are based
on stories from my own life and
others are entirely imagined, but
something that I hope we can all
relate to. I want the music and
lyrics both to participate in the
storytelling.”

She didn’t just deliver vocals
for the one-hour performance,
she played the guitar and also
keyboard. Los Angeles music
scene newcomer Siddharth Chit-
nis accompanied Shahane on the
tabla, which he has studied since
he was a small child growing up
in Pune.

Talking with India-West about
the challenges she faces as an In-
dian American, Shahane said she
feels her struggles are similar to
those faced by other songwriters

who are working on building a
fan base and creating sources of
revenue for themselves through
their music, regardless of ethnic-
ity. But she did add, “I realize that
I fall into a minority music-wise
when it comes to the mass market
and —why does that happen? Well,
I think that people, in general,
develop a certain taste for music
they enjoy. If they have to choose
between what they know and
something new after a long day at
the office or just to relax, they are
likely to go with what they know
as opposed to risking exposing
themselves to something new.”
At her Bay Area performance,
Shahane’s lyrics hit home with
audience members and her mu-
sical composition was strong.
Although most of her songs were
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Connecting Indians Worldwide

Singer Manisha Shahane performed live at San Francisco’s hot spot, The Mighty

119. (Ross Pearson photo)

sung in English, she did take the
opportunity to treat listeners to
some Hindi and Marathi.
Shahane will be performing in
the next few weeks in Seattle,

Washington; San Diego and Los
Angeles.

For more information visit her
Web site at www.manishamusic.
com.

Gabrielle Anwar Stars in
USA's ‘Burn Notice’

Actress Gabrielle Anwar, the daughter of Indian film editor Tariq Anwar
and a British actress, can be seen this summer in USA Networks’ “Burn
Notice,” which premiered June 28 and will air Thursdays at 10 p.m.
Anwar plays Fiona, a sassy Irish spy who becomes embroiled with her
ex-boyfriend, an American who is unceremoniously fired from his own
intelligence job, and is trying to use his wits and resources to determine
who wants him out. Anwar has over 45 film and television performances
to her credit. (Jim Fiscus/USA Network photo)

Versatile Singer
Available for Concerts

Your Favorite Singer
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Is back in town with lots of your
favorite old and new songs.

To arrange for his performance at parties,
weddings, or any other occasion/event,

call (310) 402-9249
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